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Summary 
 
From October 2003 to December 2004, the Center for Profitable Agriculture provided 
leadership for the Cooperative Development Initiative. The Cooperative Development 
program was designed to conduct educational programs to improve the understanding of 
cooperative forms of business organization, conduct training sessions for agricultural leaders 
and educators, conduct strategy sessions with producer groups considering a coop 
organization structure, develop and disseminate printed and web-based cooperative 
development educational information and provide analytical work regarding the state’s new 
processing cooperative law.  
 
Results of the project exceeded benchmark objectives with a total of 6 outreach and training 
sessions provided to an audience of 219.  Additionally, a total of six strategy sessions were 
conducted with five different producer groups consisting of 68 farmers.  Two new Extension 
publications were developed, four departmental fact sheets were released, 6 news releases 
were developed and a video titled “Agriculture’s Future: The Tennessee Processing 
Cooperative Law” was developed.  Also, 20 farmers and agriculture leaders received training 
and seen processing cooperatives first-hand through a three-day tour of processing-type 
cooperatives in Missouri and Kentucky.  Printed educational resources have been distributed 
to more than 200 contacts.  Future impacts are expected because printed educational resources 
specific to the Tennessee processing cooperative law are now available for use by farmers and 
investors considering value-added processing cooperatives and a 15-minute video featuring 
information about the new processing cooperative law is available for use with groups or 
individuals.  
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Project Objectives and Strategies 
 
During the summer of 2003, a project proposal was developed to add a “cooperative 
development” plank to the Center for Profitable Agriculture’s program initiatives.  The 
proposal included funding requests from the Kentucky Center for Cooperative Development 
and the Tennessee Department of Agriculture.  The project was proposed to be implemented 
from October 2003 to December 2004.  The following objectives and strategies were outlined 
in the project proposal. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Create a new program emphasis in the area of “Cooperative Development.”  

2. The program emphasis will be developed and administered in the Center for Profitable 
Agriculture.  

3. The new program emphasis will build on the Center’s five-year success in providing 
direct technical assistance (feasibility, marketing and production) to farmers, 
entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas. 

4. The new program emphasis will improve the understanding and application of 
cooperative development strategies.  

5. The new program emphasis will increase the consideration of cooperative efforts by 
farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas.  

6. The new program emphasis will improve the success of cooperative efforts by 
farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas.  

7. The new program will provide analytical support for the state’s pending “processing 
cooperative law” and will coordinate efforts to extend the results.  

Strategies: 

1. Provide funding for an Extension Specialist to serve as the “cooperative development 
program leader” (or could be called a cooperative development program director) in 
the Center for Profitable Agriculture. The “cooperative development program leader” 
will participate in adequate training by the KCCD. The “cooperative development 
program leader” will serve as the:  
    • program liaison between the KCCD and CPA  
    • primary director for coordinating the program’s strategies  
    • primary director for planning the program’s strategies  
    • primary director for implementing the program’s strategies 
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2. Under the teaching and facilitation by KCCD, two mini-conferences devoted to 
improving the understanding of cooperative forms of business organization, new 
generation coops and coop success stories will be conducted. 

3. Under the teaching and facilitation by KCCD, one training session for agricultural 
leaders and educators will be conducted. 

4. Under the teaching and facilitation by KCCD, strategy sessions for two well-organized 
producer groups considering a coop organization structure (or a recently organized 
coop) will be conducted. 

5. Space on the CPA Website will be allocated for the development of a “Cooperative 
Development” site (the site will mirror and link to the KCCD site as a resource for 
information, announcements and resource materials regarding Cooperative 
Development). 

6. Conduct analytical work relative to the states pending “processing cooperative law” 
(work intended to provide clarification on the law’s impact, pros and cons and 
comparisons to other business formation options) and coordinate dissemination of 
such analysis (via published reports, presentations, conferences and mass media).  
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News Releases 
 
Six news releases were developed as part of the project’s public awareness plan during the 
early months of implementation.  The titles of these articles and their release dates are listed 
below and a copy of each article appears on the following 6 pages. 
 

 Extension Personnel Complete Training in "Cooperative Winter School" — March 8, 
2004 

 
 Center Selects Two Farmer Groups as Cooperative Development Pilot Projects — 

February 4, 2004 
 
 Center Seeks to Identify Farmer Groups for Pilot Cooperative Development Project — 

December 7, 2003 
 
 Holland Named Leader of New Program Emphasis — December 1, 2003 

 
 Kentucky Specialists Lead Cooperative Development Presentation at Recent 

Tennessee Training — November 24, 2003 
 

 Grant Helps Center Launch New Program — November 20, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel030804.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel020404.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel120703.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel120103.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel112403.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel112403.htm
http://cpa.utk.edu/level2/coopdevelopment/newsrel112003.htm
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News Release — 03/08/04 

EXTENSION PERSONNEL COMPLETE TRAINING IN "COOPERATIVE 
WINTER SCHOOL"  

Three UT Extension professionals recently completed a two-day training program in the 
Kentucky Cooperative Winter School program: John Goddard, County Extension Director 
in Loudon County; Chris Ramsey, County Extension Agent in Sullivan County; and Rob 
Holland, Extension Specialist with the Center for Profitable Agriculture. The training, 
which was held at the Barren River State Park in south-central Kentucky, was sponsored 
by the Kentucky Center for Cooperative Development.  

The three Tennessee Extension educators were among a total delegation of 65 cooperative 
managers, board members, farmers and other agricultural leaders who participated in 
various training exercises aimed at improving the development of cooperatives. The 
conference included presentations by professors in agricultural economics and consultants 
for farmer cooperatives. Conference attendees participated in various interactive and 
hands-on learning projects aimed at improving board and manager relations, cooperative 
principles and cooperative strategic planning and management.  

The UT Extension personnel participated in the conference as part of a pilot educational 
project between the Center for Profitable Agriculture (CPA) and the Kentucky Center for 
Cooperative Development (KCCD). The multi-state pilot program was recently launched 
between the two organizations. As part of the new program, the CPA has identified and 
select two farmer groups that are poised for mutual benefits through some type of 
cooperative effort. Overall, the pilot project will build on the CPA’s five-year success in 
providing direct technical assistance (feasibility, marketing and production) to farmers, 
entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas to create a new program emphasis in the area of 
“Cooperative Development.” The program will improve the understanding and application 
of cooperative development strategies in the state and will increase the consideration of 
cooperative efforts by farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas. 
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News Release — 02/04/04 

CENTER SELECTS TWO FARMER GROUPS AS COOPERATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT PILOT PROJECTS  

Rob Holland, program coordinator for the Center for Profitable Agriculture’s new 
cooperative development emphasis, has announced that the Center will be working closely 
with two farmer groups as pilot projects in the coming months. A group of beef cattle 
producers from East Tennessee and a group of row-crop and tobacco farmers from Middle 
Tennessee will serve as the Center’s pilot projects.  

“We are excited about getting to know the members of these groups and meeting with them 
as they identify win-win opportunities that exist from cooperating with each other” 
Holland said. “We’re not exactly sure how the next six to eight months will unfold but we 
expect to work with these groups as they consider, plan, evaluate and develop formal 
business structures and identify priorities and guiding objectives.” The two farmer groups 
were selected from a pool of nominations received during recent weeks.  

Specialists from the Center will work closely with the two pilot project groups in the 
consideration, planning, evaluation and development of cooperative efforts where all the 
members can benefit by working together.  

The Center’s leadership with the pilot projects is part of their one-year partnership program 
with the Kentucky Center for Cooperative Development (KCCD. Overall, the project will 
build on the CPA’s five-year success in providing direct technical assistance (feasibility, 
marketing and production) to farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas to create a 
new program emphasis in the area of “Cooperative Development.” The program is aimed 
at improving the understanding and application of cooperative development strategies in 
the state and increasing the consideration of cooperative efforts by farmers, entrepreneurs 
and groups in rural areas. 
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News Release — 12/07/03 

CENTER SEEKS TO IDENTIFY FARMER GROUPS FOR PILOT 
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT  

Rob Holland, program coordinator for the Center for Profitable Agriculture’s new 
cooperative development emphasis, has announced that the Center is seeking 
applications/nominations of farmer groups that are interested in working with the Center as 
pilot-projects.  

The Center is trying to identify farmer groups that are interested in considering a formal 
cooperative venture. The Center will then work closely with these groups in the 
consideration, planning, evaluation and development of formal cooperative efforts. This 
development process may or may not involve legal organization as a cooperative – 
partnerships, LLCs, corporations, non-profits, alliances and associations may be the 
preferred resulting organization. 

“We want to work closely with at least two different groups of farmers who are 
considering some type of project or organization where all the members can benefit by 
working together,” says Holland. “There are several hurdles that groups need to overcome 
and we want to work through the developmental stages of these organizations with them.” 

In order to identify groups that already have common interests and possibly already have 
some organization in place, the Center has developed a Nomination/Application process. 
Nomination/Application Forms may be obtained by contacting Rob Holland at 931-486-
2777 or at rwholland@utk.edu.  

This form should be used as a nomination/application form for a farmer group to be 
considered as one of the pilot projects. The selected farmer groups will be contacted and a 
specific schedule will be developed for one-on-one assistance with each group during the 
coming months. Completed forms should be submitted to the Center by January 21, 2004.  
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News Release — 12/01/03 

 
HOLLAND NAMED LEADER OF NEW PROGRAM EMPHASIS 

Rob Holland was recently named as the program coordinator for the Center for Profitable 
Agriculture's (CPA) new cooperative development emphasis. With approximately $44,000 
from state and federal grants the Director of the CPA, Dan Wheeler, announced the 
creation of the new program emphasis in November.  

"Rob has been involved in this effort from the beginning – , he worked closely in drafting 
the proposals which garnered funding for the project and he's a natural fit for the programs 
objectives and can get it off the ground," Wheeler said. 

As program leader for the project, Holland will participate in a variety of training by the 
KCCD, will serve as the program liaison between the KCCD and CPA and will be the 
primary director for coordinating, planning and implementing the program’s strategies. 
"In our evaluation and planning of value-added enterprises over the years, we have seen 
many opportunities for lower risk and greater returns through cooperative efforts. Now we 
will be better able to address these opportunities," Holland said. 

Holland will coordinate teaching for two mini-conferences in Tennessee devoted to 
improving the understanding of cooperative forms of business organization, new 
generation coops and coop success stories will be conducted. Holland will also coordinate 
and facilitate strategy sessions for pilot projects with well-organized farmer groups that 
are considering a cooperative organization. In addition, a variety of web-bases resources 
will be posted to the CPA’s web site and a variety of comparative analysis of business 
organizations. 

Overall, the project will build on the CPA’s five-year success in providing direct technical 
assistance (feasibility, marketing and production) to farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in 
rural areas to create a new program emphasis in the area of “Cooperative Development.” 
The program will improve the understanding and application of cooperative development 
strategies in the state and will increase the consideration of cooperative efforts by farmers, 
entrepreneurs and groups in rural areas. 

Holland has been and Extension Specialists with the Center for Profitable Agriculture 
since 1998. The Center is a partnership program between The University of Tennessee 
Agricultural Extension Service and the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation.. The Center is 
headquartered at the Middle Tennessee Experiment Station in Spring Hill, Tennessee. 
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News Release — 11/24/03 

 
KENTUCKY SPECIALISTS LEAD COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 
PRESENTATION AT RECENT TENNESSEE TRAINING  

The first official program of the Center for Profitable Agriculture's (CPA) new 
Cooperative Development Emphasis included instruction by two cooperative development 
Specialists from Kentucky at an in-service training for County Extension Agents in 
Tennessee.  

Heath Hoagland and Laura Powers, specialists in the Kentucky Center for Cooperative 
Development (KCCD), teamed up for instruction to a group of 32 Extension agents and 
agricultural leaders on November 13 in Jackson, Tennessee as part of a full day of "update 
training" by UT’s CPA. 

Dan Wheeler, Director of the CPA recently announced the creation of this new program 
emphasis in "cooperative development" at the Center. The new program emphasis 
combines more than $40,000 in grant resources from the USDA and the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture's Ag Development Fund.  

While the program will be coordinated in Tennessee by the CPA it will be lead through a 
unique collaboration with the KCCD. "Through KCCD's leadership and direction, we 
have entered into a fifteen-month pilot project," Wheeler said.  

At the recent training program, the KCCD specialists related many experiences of 
working with farmers in the consideration, evaluation and development of coops, alliances 
and cooperative ventures. The Kentucky specialists used vegetable cooperatives, an 
aquaculture coop and a nursery coop as case-study examples during the training. Among 
other things, those agents participating in the training learned the importance of a strong 
balance between board and management leadership in a cooperative.  

In addition to providing needed initial training to agricultural leaders, the November 
training also created the first opportunity for specialists from the CPA and KCCD to begin 
their work together in a fifteen-month pilot program in Tennessee. 
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News Release — 11/20/03 

GRANTS HELP CENTER LAUNCH NEW PROGRAM 

Dan Wheeler, Director of the Center for Profitable Agriculture, recently announced the creation of 
a new program emphasis in "cooperative development" at the Center. The new program emphasis 
combines more than $40,000 in grant resources from the USDA and the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture's Ag Development Fund.  

While the program will be coordinated in Tennessee by the Center for Profitable Agriculture it 
will be lead through a unique collaboration with the Kentucky Center for Cooperative 
Development (KCCD). "Through KCCD's leadership and direction, we have entered into a fifteen-
month pilot project," Wheeler said.  

The program was recently launched in the state when two cooperative development Specialists 
with the KCCD were in Tennessee to conduct a special segment of in-service training for County 
Extension Agents in West Tennessee. "Our next step will be to identify a coordinator to provide 
the needed planning and development of the program," Wheeler added. 

As part of the new program, the CPA will identify and select two farmer groups that are poised for 
mutual benefits through some type of cooperative effort. These groups will participate in 
organized strategy sessions to assist in the development of a cooperative effort. In addition, two 
mini-conferences devoted to improving the understanding of cooperative forms of business 
organization will be conducted and a web site will be devolved as a central location for 
Tennessee's cooperative development resources. 

Wheeler and Larry Snell, Director of KCCD, recently met in Nashville to formalize the agreement 
between the two state programs. "Our efforts in the Center for Profitable Agriculture have been 
largely aimed at evaluating value-added ag. enterprises while the primary efforts of the KCCD 
have been in developing farmer cooperatives." "This project will allow us to learn from their 
experiences so we can better address cooperative ventures in Tennessee." “We look forward to 
collaborating with the CPA and working with cooperating farmers in Tennessee,” Snell added. 

“At the end of the pilot program, we will have identified a coordinator for cooperative education 
and outreach, conducted three training programs, worked one-on-one with two producer groups, 
developed web-based resources and developed educational materials relative to cooperative 
business organization,” Wheeler said. 

Overall, the project will build on the CPA’s five-year success in providing direct technical 
assistance (feasibility, marketing and production) to farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in rural 
areas to create a new program emphasis in the area of “Cooperative Development.” The program 
will improve the understanding and application of cooperative development strategies in the state 
and will increase the consideration of cooperative efforts by farmers, entrepreneurs and groups in 
rural areas. 
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Educational Materials Developed 

Eight educational materials were developed for the cooperative development program.  The 
title and release date of the materials is listed below and a sample of each is available in the 
Appendix. 
 

 PB 1748 – Commentary and Overview for the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law 
– Released December 2004 

 
 PB 1750 – Considerations for Membership/Investment in a Processing Cooperative – 

Released December 2004 
 

 Video – Agriculture’s Future – The Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law – 
Released November 2004 

 
 The Tennessee Processing Cooperative Act (A TN Farm Bureau Video) – Released 

August 2004 
 

 Introduction and Overview for the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law (CPA 
Info#97) – Released August 2004 

 
 Thoughts for Farmers Considering Membership/Investments in a Processing 

Cooperative (CPA Info#96) – Released August 2004 
 

 Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law (CPA Info#95) 
 

 Thoughts on Requesting Federal Tax Exemption as a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(5) Non-
Profit Organization (CPA Info#88) – Released April 2004 

 

http://www.tnfarmbureau.org/video.html
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa97.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa96.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa96.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa95.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa88.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa88.pdf
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Quarterly Progress Reports 
 
A “progress report” was developed for each quarter of the project.  These reports included a 
brief overview and summary of the project activities that had transpired and provided an 
update of the progress that had been achieved toward the project objectives.  A copy of each 
progress report follows. 
 

 Quarterly Report – October 2004 
 
 Quarterly Report – July 2004 

 
 Quarterly Report – April 2004 
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Other 
 
Four additional items of significance related to the cooperative development project are 
described below. 
 

 “Notebook” and “Library” of Resources:  Multiple copies of four “cooperative” 
publications have been included in the “library” of resources available from the 
Center.  These publications have proven particularly useful to those farmers, farmer 
groups and agriculture leaders involved in the “planning and development” phased of 
business development.  The title of these publications and the sponsoring agency is 
listed below. 

 How to start a Cooperative – USDA 
 Coops 101 – USDA 
 What is a Cooperative – Tennessee Council of Cooperatives 
 Cooperatives: Principles and Practices in the 21st Century – University of 

Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 
 
 7th Annual Farmer Cooperatives Conference – Kansas City, Missouri, November 

1-2, 2004:  The project coordinators attend this national conference and participated in 
more than 15 hours of presentations and workshops delivered by some 18 different 
educators, researchers and business leaders. 

 
 2004 Cooperative Winter School  Barren River State Park, Kentucky, February 

26 – 27, 2004:  The project coordinator and two UT Extension County Agricultural 
agents attended the two day program and participated in various presentations, round-
table discussions, role-play exercises and workshops. 

 
 Announcement of Educational Resources for Tennessee’s “New” Processing 

Cooperative Law:  The “memo” on the following page was released as a means of 
increasing awareness of the available educational resources with County Agricultural 
agents and other agricultural leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

TO: All County Agriculture Agents 
 
FR: Rob Holland 
 Center for Profitable Agriculture 
 
DA: December 20, 2004 
 
RE: Educational Resources for Tennessee's "New" Processing Cooperative Law  
 
In an effort to assist in the consideration and application of Tennessee's new "Processing 
Cooperative Law," we in the Center for Profitable Agriculture have developed several 
educational resources.  Through partnership efforts among the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture, the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation, the Kentucky Center for Cooperative 
Development and the Center for Profitable Agriculture, the following resources have been
developed in support of outreach and education specifically for the new law:  
 

• UT Extension PB1748 “Commentary and Overview for the Tennessee Processing 
Cooperative Law”  

• UT Extension PB1750 “Considerations for Membership/Investment in a 
Processing Cooperative”  

• Video "Agriculture’s Future: The Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law”   
 
 
Each county should receive two copies of PB1748 and 10 copies of PB1750 directly from 
the mail and supply room.  

 Additional copies of PB1750 can be requested from the mail and supply room.  
 Additional copies of PB1748 can be obtained by sending a request to me at 

<rwholland@utk.edu> or by phone at 931-486-2777. 
 
The video can be viewed on line at <.http://www.tnfarmbureau.org/video.html>.  A vhs video 
tape or a DVD can be obtained by sending a request to me at <rwholland@utk.edu> or by 
phone at 931-486-2777.  The video is about 15 minutes and was developed to be used in 
small-groups as a “public-service-type” announcement to make people aware that the law 
exists and to show examples of actual cooperative ventures.   
 
In addition, we have access to additional publications and resources (mostly published by 
USDA and cooperative centers in other states) on considering and starting a cooperative. 
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TO: All County Agriculture Agents 
 
FR: Rob Holland 
 Center for Profitable Agriculture 
 
DA: December 20, 2004 
 
RE: ducational Resources for Tennessee's "New" Processing Cooperative Law  E
 
In an effort to assist in the consideration and application of Tennessee's new "Processing 
Cooperative Law," we in the Center for Profitable Agriculture have developed several 
educational resources.  Through partnership efforts among the Tennessee Department of
Agriculture, the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation, the Kentucky Center for Coopera
Development and the Center for Profitable Agriculture, the following resources have been 
developed in support of outrea

 
tive 

ch and education specifically for the new law:  
 

• UT Extension PB1748 “Commentary and Overview for the Tennessee 
Processing Cooperative Law”  

• UT Extension PB1750 “Considerations for Membership/Investment in a 
Processing Cooperative”  

• Video "Agriculture’s Future: The Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law
 

”  

 
Each county should receive two copies of PB1748 and 10 copies of PB1750 
directly from the mail and supply room.   

 
 Additional copies of PB1750 can be requested from the mail and supply room.  
 Additional copies of PB1748 can be obtained by sending a request to me at 

<rwholland@utk.edu> or by phone at 931-486-2777. 
 
The video can be viewed on line at <.http://www.tnfarmbureau.org/video.html>.  A vhs 
ideo tape or a DVD can be obtained by sending a request to me at 

<rwholland@utk.edu> or by phone at 931-486-2777.  The video is about 15 
minutes and was developed to be used in small-groups as a “public-service-type” 
announcement to make people aware that the law exists and to show examples of 
actual cooperative ventures.   

v

 
In addition, we have access to additional publications and resources (mostly 
published by USDA and cooperative centers in other states) on considering and 
starting a cooperative. 

PB1748 provides a summary of the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law which was 
passed in 2004.  It provides a historical perspective of farmer cooperatives and compares 
the new law to various other business organization structures. The publication provides a 
broad view of the differences in the new law and traditional cooperatives and presents the 
specific and unique characteristics and terms for the new law.  This publication is best for 
folks that want to know details about what the new law offers and how it compares to other 
possible legal business structures.  

 
PB1750 is suited for groups or individuals who are considering a processing cooperative as 
the legal business structure.  It provides a description of the possible steps to follow in the 
formation and provides descriptions/discussions of the roles of cooperative members.  It 
also provides guidelines for raising and contributing money and a checklist for possible 
farmer members.  This publication is best for farmers who are actually contemplating 
possible membership in a processing cooperative or are embarking on recruiting members 
in a processing cooperative.   
 
“Agriculture’s Future: The Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law” is a 15-minute 
video that includes comments from Tennessee lawmakers, provides a description of what 
the law offers and includes specific footage and interviews with managers and members of 
processing-type cooperatives in other states.   The video is not a step-by-step, workshop 
approach to developing a processing cooperative – it is a “public-service-type” 
announcement to make people aware that the law exists and to show examples of actual 
cooperative ventures.   
 
We hope these educational tools will be helpful as farmers and farmer groups consider 
value-added enterprises through cooperative processing ventures. 
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A “Checklist” Summary 
 

Benchmarks Results Comments 
Conduct 2 outreach 
sessions to improve 
understanding of the 
“cooperative” form of 
business organization 
and conduct 1 training 
session for 
agricultural leaders 
and Extension agents 

07/27/04 – Overview of New Coop Law – 
presentation to Invited Ag Leaders – 14 attended 
08/13/04 – Overview of New Coop Law – 
Presentation to TFBF President’s Conference - 
46 attended 
08/17-19/04 – Cooperative Development Study 
Tour - 19 attended 
08/26/04 – Overview of New Coop Law – 
presentation to TCC “Coop Employee Training 
Short Course” -  36 attended 
10/20/04 – “Overview of New Coop Law” – 
presentation to multi-state Tobacco Leadership 
Program - 40 attended 
11/10/04 – “Overview and Application of New 
Coop Law” - Break-out session at UT Extension 
Staff Conference - 64 attended 
01-08-04 – Strategy Session with “HCLA” – 12 
attended 

Results exceeded benchmark 
objectives with a total of six 
outreach and training sessions 
provided to an audience of 219. 

Conduct strategy 
sessions with 2 
producer groups 

01/27/04 – Strategy Session with “HCLA” - 16 
attended 
03/04/04 – Strategy Session with “ASC” - 4 
attended 
03/04/04 – Strategy Session with “HCLA” - 14 
attended 
03/29/04 – Strategy Session with 
Robertson/Sumner Producer Group - 18 attended 
07/07/04 – Conducted Strategy Session with 
“GCBMA” - 4 attended 

Results exceeded benchmark 
objectives with a total of six 
strategy sessions with five different 
producer groups consisting of 68 
farmers. 

Develop Web site for 
“Cooperative 
Development” 

http://cpa.utk.edu
Click on “Cooperative Development” 
 

“Coop Development” web site 
developed, updated and maintained 
throughout the project. 

Conduct analytical 
work on the 
Processing 
Cooperative Law 

PB 1748 “Commentary and Overview for the 
Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law” 
PB 1750 “Considerations for 
Membership/Investment in a Processing 
Cooperative” 
Video “Agriculture’s Future – The Tennessee 
Processing Cooperative Law”   
CPA Info#98 “A Follow-Up ….to the 
Cooperative Study Tour”   
CPA Info#97 “Introduction and Overview for 
the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law” 
CPA Info#96 “Thoughts for Farmers 
Considering Membership/Investments in a 
Processing Cooperative” 
CPA Info#95 “Tennessee Processing 
Cooperative Law” 
CPA Info#88 “Thoughts on Requesting Federal 
Tax Exemption as a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(5) Non-
Profit Organization” 

“Analytical Work” included in the 
development of eight educational 
tools (including two official UT 
Extension Publications) that have 
been (and will continue to be) used 
extensively in outreach, awareness 
and education programs. 

 

http://cpa.utk.edu/
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa98.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa98.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa97.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa97.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa96.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa96.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa96.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa95.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa95.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa88.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa88.pdf
http://cpa.utk.edu/pdffiles/cpa88.pdf
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Appendix 
 
 

 PB 1748 – Commentary and Overview for the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law 
– Released December 2004 

 
 PB 1750 – Considerations for Membership/Investment in a Processing Cooperative – 

Released December 2004 
 

 Introduction and Overview for the Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law (CPA 
Info#97) – Released August 2004 

 
 Thoughts for Farmers Considering Membership/Investments in a Processing 

Cooperative (CPA Info#96) – Released August 2004 
 

 Tennessee Processing Cooperative Law (CPA Info#95) 
 

 Thoughts on Requesting Federal Tax Exemption as a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(5) Non-
Profit Organization (CPA Info#88) – Released April 2004 
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