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New Resource Available for Agritourism Entrepreneurs

Are you part of the growing agritourism industry in Tennessee? 

Agritourism operations in the state range from cut-your-own Christmas-tree and pick-your-own
fruit farms to corn mazes, pumpkin patches and on-farm retail markets for farm-fresh or value-
added agricultural products like jellies, baked goods and wines. According to studies by the
University of Tennessee Center for Profitable Agriculture and Department of Agricultural
Economics, the state has over 335 identified agritourism operations, and these enterprises
generated more than an estimated $21 million in sales revenue in 2003.

Not every agritourism enterprise start-up is successful, however.  Successful enterprises typically
have a unique combination of resources, and potential entrepreneurs have carefully analyzed the
potential for the enterprise and laid out plans to meet their goals.

To help agritourism entrepreneurs be successful in their efforts, a new publication has been
developed and released by the Center for Profitable Agriculture.  The publication, Agritourism in
Focus: A Guide for Tennessee Farmers, is intended to help farmers and agritourism operators
evaluate agritourism opportunities, plan agritourism enterprises and resolve business-related
issues and obstacles. Topics include business and market planning, customer service, risk
management, safety considerations and regulations.

According to Megan Bruch, lead author of the publication and a specialist with the Center of
Profitable Agriculture, “The publication is designed to be interactive, allowing users to work
through exercises and to relate fundamental business and management concepts to their specific
situations.” 

The publication is among the efforts by the Tennessee Agritourism Initiative partners to build
farm income in the state.  Initiative partners include the state’s departments of Agriculture,
Tourist Development and Economics and Community Development; the Tennessee Farm Bureau
Federation; and UT Extension, including the Center for Profitable Agriculture.  Funding for the
initiative has come largely from two USDA Rural Development grants.



The publication is available free of charge from local UT Extension offices or on-line at
http://cpa.utk.edu.
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