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New Tool Launched to Link Tennessee Farmers and Food Manufacturers

When Brad Simmons began looking for high-quality strawberries, preferably from Tennessee,
for Bell Buckle Country Store’s strawberry jam, he did not know he would be able to find them
just down the road from his Farmington, Tennessee, processing facility.

Nancy Edwards and the Potts family of Valley Home Farm in Wartrace, Tennessee, produces
strawberries for a pick-your-own operation and for some of their own value-added products. 
They often need a market for their excess supply.  Even though Brad and Nancy had known each
other for years, they did not recognize that their businesses could compliment one another until
recently.

“There are many food manufacturers in need of ingredients and farmers in need of markets
across the state,” says Megan Bruch, Marketing Specialist with the University of Tennessee’s
Center for Profitable Agriculture. “Connecting manufacturers to farmers will be much easier
with the help of a new on-line tool called Tennessee Farmlink.”

The Tennessee Specialty Food Association (TSFA) developed Tennessee FarmLink with three
forums for users to post information.  The “Crops Wanted Marketboard” provides a place for
farmers to list crops that they are currently growing or are willing to grow for food
manufacturers.  The “Farm Products Marketboard” allows food manufacturers to list items
needed as ingredients in their products.  The final forum allows farmers or food manufacturers to
list other items needed or for sale, such as specialty equipment.

Farmers or food manufacturers wanting to list items on Tennessee FarmLink must register on the
site, http://www.tsfagourmet.com/TSFA/farmlinkhome.htm.  Postings, however, can be viewed
by anyone.  There is no fee to post information. 

TSFA developed the site with a grant funded by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture “Ag
Tag” program.
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