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Starting a Business? Tennessee Introduces Streamlined Process

Are you planning to start a business or do you need information on obtaining permits, licenses or
tax numbers?  

The Tennessee One-Stop Business Resource (OSBR) is a handy tool for entrepreneurs, says Ben
Sanders, University of Tennessee Extension specialist with the Center for Profitable Agriculture. 
 
Recently introduced by Governor Phil Bredesen, the state-sponsored OBSR is a Web-based
resource that assists entrepreneurs in obtaining proper permits, licenses, certificates and tax
numbers.  The site also assists with searching, selecting and reserving a business name, as well
as informational links to specialty state divisions.  A credit card can be used to process
payments, resulting in faster approval and turn-around time for a new business name. 

The OSBR allows new businesses to process applications with multiple state agencies. This will
reduce time and costs, allow appropriate state agencies to share information, and ensure
consistent business names and applications.

The site provides a demonstration for first-time users. The demonstration offers entrepreneurs a
chance to learn, step-by-step, the process of business formation in Tennessee. 

According to Sanders, entrepreneurs should find the resource helpful, educational and time
saving.

Visit the OSBR online at http://www.tennesseeanytime.org/osbr/
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